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SUBJECT Review of Selected Items in the

Lee Harvey OSWALD File Regarding Kl‘egﬂw

tions of CASTRO Cuban Involvement in the -

‘Johnn F. XKENNEDY Assa;srnatlon

REFERENCE : Letter by Dav1d W. Belln to
‘ Mr. E. Henry Knoche, 15 April 1975,
paragraph 3 (Regarding Public Statemenr
by CASTRO, etc.), ateached

-

“BACKGROUND

1. On'Satqfdéy e&ening,~7f3eptember 1963, . ?,';Lﬂ..

‘Fidel CASTRO appeared at a Bra2111an Embassy recept en ini
'Havana, even more unusual, CASTRO submltted to an rnformal

1neerv1ew by the Assoc1ated Press correspondene, |
| -Dan:x.'e}. HARKER. .

-vz,f HARkVR' 1nterv1ew reached New York on Sunday,»

8 September, and was in prlnt throughout the country orx :
.Monday, 9 Seﬂtember. There can be no questlon from the
“facts- surrounding the CASTRO appearance, whrch haa not been
 expected, and his agreement to the interview, that Chl° e"

event represented a more- than—ordlnary attempt to get a

Si

message on the record in the United States. ol Tl
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3. CASTRO's statements to HARKER covered a range or
topics but dealt prinoipa;ly.with American political -
leadership, in particular President KENNEDY,'uhom he ex—
coriated in extraordinarily provocative'fashion
(" ... KENNEDY is a cretin;" " ... the BATISTA of his
.times'..g.the most opportunistic American President oﬁ-
All time ..."). | | |

._4, ”he interview also contained ar uncoﬁplimentary
) rererence to Senator GOLDWATER and Cuban delay in signing

“the llmlted nuclear test ban. There were dlfferences in
.‘#-At‘

- the. replay by UnlteU¢States newspapers 11ke the

. T
“New York Tlmes and Washlngton papers, w1th a resalt that

s CPSTRO s "message“ was 51gn1f1canr1y modulated. o :
. * . . l - -
5.- In New Orleans, where Lee Harvey OSWALD resmdea
unt11 the mlddle of September 1963, the 'HARKER. story

i_appeared Ln the pr1n01pal mornlng paper, the Tlmes-Plcayune,

_____ on Monday, 9 September, page 7, under a three—column head‘
_11ne-‘ “CASTRO Blasts ‘Raids on Cuba. Says O. S Leaders R
<fImperlled by Ald to Rebels. » The story r0710wed under the |
PARKER by-llne~ ) - - T ' V - PR
"Havana (AP) - Prime Minister
Fidel Castro sald Saturday night: °'U. S,
jeaders would be in danger if they helned

jn any attempt to do away with leaders of

’ LN ® . - .
Cil.va.\' . PN - . . N "_ — ‘G
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K ’ “Bltterly denouncing what he called

recent U.S. prompted raids on Cuban terri-

tor&, Castro said: - 'We are prepared to

fight them and“answer in kind. U.8. leaders

should think that if they are aiding terxor-

ist plans to eliminate Cuban leaders,_the§ _- - o 'f__‘

themselves will not be safe.’ o
? e Worid affairs ... seemed to be

entering a more peaceful-ciimate a few dajs

- ago, but now this trend has changed with

-attacks. i ' _:”t" LA R '>ﬁ R
"'The u.s. -ts alcays ready.to negoflate : o

and make promlses whlch later 1t w111 not hoqor, Q.t; ~, I

'.Thls;has happened-to prom;ses,made.durlng the o0 T
S R T ) _ - ‘ : o,
October crisis.-'They have been broken as can

s be seen w1th new attacks.
“'But I warn. thws 1s.leadlng to a verY
: dangerous 51tuatlon that could lead to a worse o _'ef"f'*f
o cr151s than october s ;é;iﬁﬂ _;' :: 'fg;fe . ?n;if;

6. The New York Times, in its coverage on 9 aeptembet,_i

used a UPI wire serxrvice renort which omltted any reference

. to the warning and threat which gave the 1nterv1ew its real

significance. The Washington Post did an abbreviated re¥

write (9 September, page A-7) which, 51mtlarly, omitt ed

any reference tc the main thrust of CASTRO's remarxs_
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The Evening Star of Washington, D. C., printed the HARKER

‘story nearly in its entirety in the second section of the
papexr (9 September 1963, page B-4) and reworded the content
of the HARKER interview, placing the emphasis on the po~-
1itical aspects - in particular, highlighting the GOLDWATER

Helements and buryihg CASTRo‘S warning to the United States
leadershlp in the middle of the piece. | '

7. -There is no evidence in the frlec on the KENNEoY
asea551natlon that this CASTRO 1nteYV1ew was concrdercd in
following up leads or in dealings'with the Warren Comm1351on.

'fand 1ts staff although Mex1co utarlon specmflcally directed f-

';Aj~lr eadquarters attentlon to the AP story very shortly after.
| "ﬁthe Dallas kllllng.: More 1moortant, ‘the 1nterv1ew appears

‘iifo'have'beeﬂ'foggotren 1n the contemporary pOllulcal conqlde
fjeratlon of relatlons with CASTRO s Cuba, There is no evrdencei:_;;
in the Agency recoras, eltner, thdu tho Warren Comm1331on _':"
. ;Tstaff 1tse1f pursued the 1mp11catlon of the PASTRO 1nterv1ew
‘gln deallng Wlth the consolracy hypotheSLS. Thece is no_.ﬁ -
ﬁoeV1dence in the flles that anythlng along these lines was o
istated by any other Cuban leader before ‘the assaSSInatlon*,-. |
R : T The purpose of thls ‘review, undertaken at Mr, Belln‘v 
request, is to reconsider Lee Harvey OSWALD s activity on "the
: aSSmetlon that as an avid newspaper reader - which we XKnow
Erom testimony of Marina OSWALD and others - he lea& the :

'CASTRO warning and threat as reported aboveb The resul*

&
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.of the rev1ew, admlttedly heavrly u31ng the 20 -~ 20 qua tf
of hindsight, may be stipulated in summary:.
a. There is no'increment of credible
evidence, appiyiﬁg this phrase strictly, of
Soviet and/or Cuban political, intelligence
or seourity servioe involvement in the as—
{' ,eassination to what was developed ené con-
..eidered by the .Warren Commission and_its»ﬂ
: staff »The,Commissioﬁ‘s finding that
.Lee Harvey OSWALD was the killer of

T Pres:rden_ KEN‘\IBDY and Officer 'I’IPPIT and did "~

—u-them in alone~and OL hlS own deternlnatlon'
.2js§ands.,:“4‘f o . '
-'?tiﬁ;.u"Qredlble ev1dence that would
:opset or 51gn1f1cantly modlfy this judqoment
‘dld (and does) ﬂot ex1st ln Washlngton,:.Bﬁt
~‘such ev1dence could exist in. Moscow and/or.”
.Havana, whose voluntary 1nputs to the Warreﬁ‘
5};}Z“Comm1551on.were mlnlmal in quantlty an& :}‘ij'f_ff‘7~r
quallty, desxgned to cover up any admlselons ; ) h~_';{[
vof knowledge of, or connectlon with, OSWALD
which nght be related dlrectly or 1ndlrectly
' with the'assassination.‘ Therefore, the bellef
that rhere was Soviet and/or Cuban (KGB and/or
TEGI) connection w1th 0SWALD will pexsist dﬁﬁ‘

5
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grow ﬁntii theré has been'a fﬁll disclosure
by these governments of all elements of
OSWALD's handling and stay in the SOVLOt UnTOﬂ
and his contacts in Mexicc City. The
Warren Commission report should havé ieft a
wider "window” for this contingency. That,'
ndeed ‘was the opinion at the woxrking ievel
partlcularly in the counterlnt9111gence.comﬂA
ponent in the CIA in L964. As was indicated
by Mr. Helms in hlS testlmony befoxe the
Warren CommlsSLOn, CIA would contlnue to
L :t . -'regard this aspect of the OQWALD case as
._Stlll open.l
-}fq.' In the absence,of addltlonal or new
i .
elements of "credlble ev1dence, there.are
nuanC°s in the record that emerge as note”t
vworthy, in the llght of other conclu51ons-
.'These are reV1ewedenmlsummarlzea below, 1tem~
A ~CASTRO'S watniné aﬁd thréat of -

7 September 1963 — if OSWALD did indeed read

Investlgatlon of the Assassination of President John F.
KENNEDY. Hearings Bofore the President's Commission on the
, _Asoa551ndt10n of President KENNEDY (Washington, 1964},
hereafter cited as Hearings, Vol. V., pPp- 120 —~ 129. See
especially p- 124 - "Hr. Helms: ”Yes.. X would assume
+he case could never be c1ogvd. - . L

5

PRI =
| o S AP\

[a . )
_—
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it in New Orleans -~ must be considered of
great sighificance in the light of the
pathological evolution of OSWALD's paésive/
ag§ressive makeup after his attempt to kill
General WALKER early in April 1963 and hié
.iéentification with Fidel CASTRO and ﬁhel
' ,Cﬁban revolution which is directly iréce;
able as far back as his Marine Corps
"service in El Toro, California. CASTRO's
ﬁarning and threat, given fo-AP corres—
::pcndent HARKER, 1rrespect1ve of whonher
‘{there was any formal mandate, or e&en .
 Esecur1ty 0erV1ce contact w1th OSWALD e © {_fi5
'Tjuby the Cuban; or the Ru551ans‘—'wasAan act N
:of 51nqular 1rrespon51b111ty and under no
"01rcumstances was excusable as retorsxon
;for what the Cuban emlgres weLe 601ng durlng-

.:;the summer of 1963.

CUBAN CONTACT WITH LPE HARVEY OSWALD SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA,Y
- EARLY. 1959 (?)

9. The testimony of Nelson DELGADO contains an assertion
of germinal significance td-any review of the background of
Lee Harvey OSWALD's feeling toward and relations with

CASTRO's Cuba. DELGADO was probabLy fne closest pce* group

R
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member +o OSWALD during his specialist training perlod
at E1 Toro Marine Corps Base,December 1858 - Septenber 1959;
The Warxen Commiseion Report takes note of thls:
"OSWALD told DELGADO that he was in
touch with Cuban diplomatic officials in’
tﬁis country, which DELGADO at first took'
toAbe *one of his lies, but later |
‘ believed.'"2 . ' - , Vﬁ
10. Actually DELGADO‘S tes Limony says a lot more of

ip0551ble operatlonal 51gn1flcance than is reflected,by the

‘.language of the report, and its 1mp11catlons do not appear

'Tto have been run down or developed by 1nvestlgat10n. Tbus,_; -

the record of the beglnnlng of OSWALD s lelatlonshlp»W1th
. <

- the Cubans otaits w;th a queatlon marL._ . -
ll.; The perlod was one of tran51tlon 1n U.5. - Cuban :
i;relatlons after CASTRO s takeover., OSWALD, and DELGADO at
the outset, were CASTRO supporters, OSWALD belng partlcu~>fii
“alarly keen about how to get to the 1sland. DELGADO testl—"ﬂ”w
_;fled;_ ﬂf-'ﬁl“'aiefff?';7¥ ﬁf,;.f‘;f‘~ ‘ _1i ' ,7-
| -5.--15‘:1.’i'diéo't'know_what‘toefell him, so

I told him the best thing that I know was to

Report to the President's Comnmission on the Assassination
of President John F. KENNEDY (Washlngton, 1964) , hereafter
cited as Report, p- 687. LT :
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get in touch with a Cuben Eﬁbassy, you know.
But at that time £hat}I'told'him this - we.
were on friendly terms with Cuba, you know,
so this wasn't no subversion or malintent,
you know. I didn't know what to answer him.
I told him to see them. |
“Afcer a whlle ‘he told me he wae in
: contact with them oo
* ... I seen this envelope»in'hie foot~
locker, wall—lecker, and it wes addreese&-tb
".hlm, and they had an offlﬁlal seal on 1tf and
- . as far as 1 could recollect tha* was mail froﬁ'

_Los Angeles, and he was telllng me there—wav

7a Cuban Consul. And just after he stareed

. rece1v1ng these letters - you see, he would
never go out, but stay near +he post all ﬁhe e
t;me 0w

f'f;t he had one v151tor after he’ started

f‘rece1V1ng letters he had one v151tor.v It was: ~3  -f:iif

‘a man, because I got the call from the MP ‘(.l - '-;:3kﬂ;

‘guard shack, and they gave me & call that .

OSWALD had a visitor at the front gate. This SR
men had to be a civilian, otherwise they would

have let him in. So I had‘to-find somebody to .

relieve OSWALD, who was On guard, ‘to go down

. a

e vt Lemamaleee w2 TT NS g meimem emvT e

o
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there to visit with this fellow, and they spent

about an hour and a half, two hours, talking;
I guess, and ﬁe came back. I don't Knowvwho the
maﬁ was or what they talked about, but he looked
nonchalant about the whole thing when he came
Back.; He never mentloned who he was, nothing.

_“mr. LIEBELER: How long did he talk to
him, do you remember? .

"My, DELGADO : About ah:hour and half,

#VO hours L | o | ' o

“Hr LImBELER.; You never asked OSWALD

'~who thls fellow was that he talked to’

"Mr I}ELGADO :‘ No. No j

'”'“Mr. LIEBELER; Dld you connect thls v151t

tt'hat OSWALD had at that tlme thh the Cuban

"ConsulateV

"-.'."jmr; DELGADO : T dld, because 1 thought lt"

:_funny for hlm.to be rece1v1ng a caller a such a._.

-'late ﬂate - tlne. Also,’up to thlS t*me he
ahardly ever receaVed mali°'1n fact he seldom_:
received mall from- home because I made it a
po11cy, I used to ple up the mall for ouxr ua1t>
and dis trlbute it to the guys in there, and very

seldom did I evex see one for him. But every sO

often, after he Jt rted to get in contact ve e

. [ONEES i
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these Cuban-paoéle, he started getting letter
pamphlets and newspapers .- |

¥ o and he also started receiving lettars,
you knoQ; and no books, maybe pamphlabs, you
know, littTe-like church, things we get from
chuxrch, you know, but it wasn’t a church.’

"Mr. LIEBEL&R: Were tbey written in
Spanlsh, a1] of them, do you know? R - L

“Mr. DELGADO : Not that I can. zecail, |
no. | -

"Mr. LIEBELER° Did yduvhave aﬁy reason ;

B to belleve that’ +heqe thlngs caine to'OSWALD'

. - from the Cuban Consulate° o . 4:ff G ,_..~17?:a‘“5;:{
IR -”Mr. DELGADO We’l, I took it for arénte&'l’ - .
- N R . c.
that they did after I seen the envelope, you T

knovw ... somethlng lee a Mex1can eaqle, with a .

blg, 1mpre551ve seal, you know. They ha& dlfnr

ferent colors ‘on- 1t, ‘red and Wﬂlte, almost e R
- ﬂlooxed llke our" colors, you know.f But I can‘t '-$;'}°3"jf{'f
) recall the - seal. I just knew it was in Latln, 'a;s5“»';}j““

United, something like that. .1 couldn®t under~
stand. It was Latin.

wMr. LIEBELER: You don't know for sure

whether it was from the Cuban Consulate? ".1' ——
g w e ~ o rmea e e e R . &
R e et ---—:; e .- -‘,----—v:"*‘-‘-“‘*—‘“::;" -:-' 11 . R v-:- — At B I i L .»»».;:__.--A- R SN
S—p—e—R—E—F—
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“Mr. DELGADO : No. But he had told me
priox, just before I found that envelooe in his -~ -
wall locker, that he was rece1v1ng mail from~ -
them, and one time he offered to show it o me
but I wasn't much interested because at the
time we had work to do, and I never did ask
to see that paper agaih, yquvknow, E

”Mr LTEBELZR* Did he tell yeu what his
: ”orrespondence with the Cuban Coneurat as
about? | |
" "Mr.ﬁ DELGADO- : 'No, he didn't,
“Mr. LIEB;LER. -Did he ever 1ndlcate to you
' that 1t had to do w1th the conversatlons that h
‘i'you‘had abdut go;ng over.to Cuba° o
."Mr.,DELGADO =. No. The only thlng he
told me was that rlght after he had thl° cdn?-irfiv
‘versatlon w1th the Cuban people was that he wae”
':”gOLng to ~ oncé he got out of the servrce - he’ if

*ﬂﬁwas g01ng to Sw1t7er1and .,L3f3

T i L.

12.. OSWALD s appllcatlon to Albert“Schweitzer’Collegegf.f 

i-ChurWalden, Sw1tzerland, was dated 19 March 1959, and he »
- was presum“bly to report there on 20 April 1966. Destined

for discharge from the Marines on 7 December 1959 OSUALD

3
}Leﬁf.}.ggif volume VIII, pP. 241 ~ 243, |

73
L L

Do~
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accelerated_hiis exit on grounds of faﬁily hardship in early

September 1959. On 27 September 1969 he was issued a’

U.S. passport valid for tratel - among other places te
' Cuba and the USSR. He entered the Soviet Union:from

Finland on 15 October 1959.

13. DELGADQ's testimony has the cast of creéibilityu

"Granting that, it.is of basic importance 1O focus attention

on tne male v151t0r who contacted OSWALD at EL Toro éamp

and talked with him for between one and a half to two hours.
' “he'event was. unlque in DELCADO ;8C0118Ct10n55 and actLaLly

there is nothlng 11ke it - on the record — in everythxng else

',we know about OSWALD s act1V1ty in the Unlted States before:

or after hlS return to the Unlted States. The record IQIlect°'

no 1dent1flcat10n of the El Toro contact.' DELGADO s presump~_.

“-f‘tlon 1s that he‘was from the Cdban Consulate in Los Angeles.:>

B _Assumlng that, the questlons are: Who was it,. and was
" “there IEPOItlng from Los Angeles to Washlngton ana Havana :
‘;that couId in effect, represent the openlng of a Cuban ‘:i-~
..’_flle on OSWALD°4-'_'_ifi ih.hﬂftt'ff:-;ﬂ, ;‘lfgl,"jZV{g;;.’:
""PREDICTION" OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S DEMISE BY COMMUNIST
PARTY CELL LEADER" MORSL BENITEZ ZABOLA, 1862 "' : ‘“f-”

14. Guatemala Statlon forwarded to Headquarters on

] January 1964 a dupllcate copy of a raw report by a

4 .
U.S./Cuban diplomatic and consular relations were. severed
on 3 January 1961. : : . .-

.

13

RS N &
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penetration dated 5 January 1962 describing events at the
. yearly Communist Party cell meeting. The cell 1eader,.
Morse BENITEZ Zabola; said that the Communist'Perty.in
Guatamala should‘forﬁ a single new'party; "We need not -
preoccupj ourselves over the pOllthS of President KENNEDY
because we know, according to prognostications, that he
will die within the present year, 1962."

15. This report"apparently had been discounted when
it was received and was“not ferwarded until the Station
re~reV1ewed all of its mater;al after the assassxnaulon.
_Tne file reflects no follow—up or formal dlssemwnatlon |
of the report. | | |

ENIGMATIC THREATS BY CUBAN THIRD - SECRETARY IN THE HAUGE,
7 NOVEMBEQ 1963 , _ : :

o« .

.lé.f'A_oenSLtlve llalson source,Arepo*tlng after the.
RuNNEDY assa551natlon, 1nd1caeed that at the Sov1°t rec‘ptien
.on 7 November 1963, the Cdban Thlrd Secretary, ‘ |
Rlcarao L- SANTOS Pesa, dlscussed the recent refugee ralde

on’ Cuba and thelr 1mp11cat10ns w1th a ho:t—country dlplomat,
concludlﬂg with the admonltlon- "‘... Just wait -and you
will see what we can do. It w1ll happen soon.” » AQKed'U3;
. be more Sp801flc what would happen soon, SANTOS replled-'-
rJust wait, just walt.

17. These data were passed to the Warren Comnlssvon

py memorandum, 31 March 1964. SANTOS was repoeeed to haae

14




a history of medical instability and was summarily recalled
from The Hague reportedly for reasons re lated to ehat fact
in April 1986. e

INTERCEPTED CONVERSATION OF‘CUBAN EMBASSY EMPLOYEL,
LUISA CALDERON, AFTERNOON OF 22 NOVEMBER 1963

©18. At 1730 Mexico City time, about five hours after the -

r.‘ a3

' : 7
KENNEDY assa531natlon, a Cuban Embassy employee named e

QLﬁisa" received a telephone call in Spanlsh from an uniden—
tlfled male out51ae. | _ | |
19. The caller asked her if she had heard-the latest
_news““'“Lul joklngly replwed- "Yes, of course; I kne&
ilt almost before KENNEDY aew Imaglne, one, LWO; three ahd'
.now; that makes three [she 1aughs], what barbarlans' .;;“
ZC Both sﬁeakers agreed on tho serlousness of the ;1_‘ . 4?
f'assassrnatlon._'"Lulsa also statod that the party at
. aSllVla DURAN s had been called off SO 1t would not appear
chat they were celebratlng the death of KENNBDY, nor woul&
'h'jthey have the party c01ncrde Wlth the burlal- Flnally she
:fsald she planned to-move that nlght.lnto the house»of a

doctor (a woman) frlendf _,e ‘ :V' . _  ffi_ : _‘f ;

RN e

21, Latln hyperbole° éoastful ex post facto suggestion

of foreknowledge? This is. the only item in’ the 1ntercept
coverage of the Cubans and Soviets after the assassination

+hat contains the suggeetion of foreknowledge OXr expectatloh,
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22. The tenuous, enignmatic character of the conversation
is sharply ﬁighlighted by the following facts: -
4. Pruisa" was probably identical with
fuisa CALDERON, a cadre worker of the Cubaﬁ -
pirectorate General of Intelligence {DGT)} .
She returned to Cuba in 1964 and was reported S ,-"wjf
to be worklng in DGI Headquartersc |
b. The DGI element in Mexico Clty in the
f£all of 1963 was headed by Alfredo MIRABEL piaz
who had arrived on‘Z'September'1963; formally
"~ as the replacement of the Concul Euseblo AZCUE
(departed 19 November 1963). The depuey DGI
,chler (and as of June 1964, MIRABEL‘S succeseoribi_
was Manuel\ingenlo VEGA-Derez. ."} V'-:fvf . ffe::;e 1. ,1}
Lo e. - e, The."SllVla DURAN“ named 1n Tuis |
cenversatlon waS the receptlonlst, a Mexrcan‘,
natlonal, who dealt w1th OSWALD during hle'knowﬁ
- visits on 27 and 28 September to the Cuban o
inétallﬁtion% in connectloniw1th a Cuban visa . e;j{f
“apéiication for sray and/ox traﬁsir. A‘.;'V:;;Q;Jg fF- .
Silvia DURAN is the sole llve witness on the
record regarding OSWALD S act1v1ty in
Mex1c0'clty. Her testlmony, however, in ire
entrr ty was taken and presented, solely, by the

Mexican Governmental authorities. A direct . L a.
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confrontation with her was requested by tﬁe
"Warren Coﬁmission staff but rejected by the
Mexican authorities. Itiis from Silvia DURABN's
statements that it was learned that oswatb
became engaged in a persohal altercation on
27 September with Eusebio AZCUE.
d. Manuel Engenlo VEGA Perez
:alias Marcos, and his DGI a351stant,
d.ROgelis RODRIGﬁEZ Lopez, Were:positiveiy'
: identified in February 1964 by two independent
: sources as engaged in the active deve‘opment
_?*;N';-and fa0111tat10n of the tralnlng of Nlcaraguan
agents for the purpose of assa551nat1ng

.o GeneralAmnstasyaSOMOZA l VEGA, 1t 1s estah~

- R

1lshed, was oh post in Mex1co Plty durlng dp
'ff'; di' OSWALD s stay there 27 September ; 2 October\
L 1963. He left M°x1co Clty on ' 3 November 1963
'd-_ for Havana.‘ It was rellably reported about
fi;‘ VEGA that all 1nd1v1duals 901ng to Cuba, legally
o or 1lleqally, had to pass through hlm flrst- He_'ﬁ
took the blographlcal data and sent lt to Cuba

for name checklng, a procedure Wthh normailj

took fifteen days;5

5

For example, VEGA would have handled the details of the
visa action and facilitation of the trip to Cuba via
ifexico City from 28 Decenber 1862 - 21 Januarly l“da that

A7
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23, ?here rs no evidence in the OSWALD case file that
Silvia DURAN was sﬁbjecfed Ep a systematic elicitative-A
interrogation thar would have»related her‘dealiags with
OSWALD, known or confirmed by 1ntercept, with the data held.
on the Cuban DGI, its personalities and methods, 1n
Hex1c0 Clty. Was it normal for a case like foWALﬁ‘~ L i _i' -
con31derlng the fuss he allegedly made with AZCUE, for Lhn
appllcatlons to be handled solely by a local emolejee and
a lame duck like AZCUE whose slot had been taken by the
DuI chlef’ _Whatever the answer to these questlons, they
‘Were not asked- at the tlme. Ana there remalns the more» o
~fundamental questlon; acceétlng the DURAN story on lts
face, could it have haépened w1thout the knowledge and 1?_ R L_-fe
part1c1pat10n oﬁ‘the DGI personnel above c1tcd7 Thlsf“:->._ fj-“ﬁ
~ Seems unllkely espe01ally because V“GA 15 later 01ted by - B |
a Cuban DGI detector as hav1ng stated he was aware OSWALD B
made several VlSltS to the Cuban Consulate.' It is clear LT_ ; :;:?'

CASTRO s overseas 1nte111gence and securlty serv1ce_ could :'7L3};_;f

have more 1n its flles than was surfaced in - the DURAN | . -‘_L;

was taken by Vincent Theodore LEE, the organizer of the =~ -~ . - 7~ .
"Fair Play Committee for Cuba, with which OSWALD established -
" relations from Dallas durlng the period 19 April -
2 November 1963. There is an overlap between LEE's and -
VEGA's travels to Havana during that period: VEGA - C
departed Mexico City on 6 January for Havana and returned R - ’
on 13 Tebruary 1963. - . :

_ﬂ")nn—?*"‘
el O A Er—

NV 65924 Docld:32346380 Page 19



oo

'offered’] money payments by her Mex1can 1nterrogators }

"vCuban Embassy job.  In ‘the’ sprlng of 1967 SllVla DURAN

pase N
[
= '
el

statements. Coming back to the beglnnlng~ “Luisa" ~

‘Luisa CALDERON -~ as a member of the DGI unit in Mexico Clty -

could very well have known something that would,make what
she sald to her uqldentlfled caller less a matter of -
boastful self-indulgence than was nssumed at the time.
SILVIA DURAN, SUBSTANTIAL AMPLIFICATION OF ADMISSTION OF
ALLEGED PERSONAL RELATIONS WITH LEE HARVEY OSWALD, 1967
24. The defects viewed in hindsight of the Silvia DURAN

testimony already have been suggested above. (In'that

. context of cr1t1c1sm it would also be relevant to reconslder :

-the 1mp11catlons of the two 1ntercepted telephone convorsatlons

On 26 Novemoer 1963 between the Cuban Pre51dent, DOPTICOS, -

and hlS Ambassador to Mexrco, Joaqulm Hernandez ARMAS,

‘ because the thrust of the conversatlon dealt.wrth the que5~

“tion whether Silvia DURAN had been asked about [or b°en

25:- As of September 1964 SllVla DURAN gave up her -

" was reported by a rellable and sen31t1ve source to have:

cut all relatlons wlth Cubans. Her account, in 1967, of

how she had been taken into custody and had been lnterrogated
after the assassination repeated what_was already.known-
She added, under circumstances that did not permit the

-source to challenge or ellClt corroboratlve detail, tbat

MW 65924 Docld:32346380 Page 20
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she had gone out Wlth OSWALD during his stay in Mexico City

and claimed she had senual *elatlons with himn.

ALLEGATIO\IS OF CONSPIRATORIAL CONTACT BET&JLESI'OSWALD AND
CUBAN GOVERNMENT AGENTS WITH PARTICULAR REFE RENCE TO

"~ ALLEGATIONS OF (A) ELENA GARRO DE PRAZ AND ’
(B} OSCAR CONTRERAS :

- -

T - 26. As the Warren'COmmission reported, “Literally
1dozens of allegatlons of a consplrdtorlal bontaet between

' OSWKLD and agents of the Cuban Govnrnmont nave ‘heen

‘_1nvest1gated [ 6 Among these cases, whlch cousumed )
'hund*eds of CIA man—hours 1n Headquarters and- abroad ;

-“?and 51m11ar1y the FBI in the Unlted States ~ was the
wacaraguan walkln in Mex1co Clty, 26 November 1963; “

_ Gllbarto ALVARADO Ugarte.'.
27.< The ALVARADO case is taken up in deuall by the

. ‘Warren CommLSSlon under the cryptograph "D, n? ALVARADO

2 <

N b

(. clalmed that he had seen an Amerlcan, hom he 1dentlfled .
'fas OSWALD, rece1ve money some tlme 1n mld-Septemner 196%
.f,ln a meetlng ln a patlo of the Cuban Consulate 1n _”1‘,4‘f'

,'_: ~

',,See Rego t, p. 305 ff Some of the’ others were the cases;
of Ylario ROJAS Villenueve in Cozumel and Guadaloupe,

.the allegations of Enrique Ruedolo GONGORA in New Yorxk Clty,-

*he ¢laims of Robert Edward GALLANT, Santa Clara Prison
Farm, Callfornla, and the- allegaulons of Ray DOBKIN's. ..

7 v )
See Report, pp- 307 - 308.

e e .
[l I DR e S o B 25T
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Mexico city. ALVARADO's story was ultimately broken by the.
use of the polygraph, on whlch ALVARADC showed evidences of
deception, and by brlnqlng ATLVARADO's former Nlcaraguan
security sexvice control into the case.
28. 'The ALVARADO story is a particularly acute repre-
sodtatlon of the dlfflcultles that beset the evaluatlon OL‘
observed evidence: certaln elements of the stoxy per31st
desplte the 1mpeachment of its major premises ALVARADO,
whose account did not become publlc until the reled»e of
the Warren Report in Qctober 1964, talked oon51stently oi.;.
'the-presenee in the Cuban Consulate-transactioﬁ of a Wegro
with rea—dyed halr." - . | -
o 290: Elena GARRO de Paz 15 a mecurlal, artlculate and
:5001ally promlnent Mex1can wrlter, marrled, but separated ;*’
A;from a hlgh—ranﬁlng Mex1can forelgn serV1ce OfflClaL V;She
+ is also the COU:ln of ﬂora01o DURAN,‘the husbana of
.Sllv1a DURAN, ‘cited above; There is a strong personal o
'Jantlpathy between the two ‘women descendlng from ‘
RS .Blena GARRO s trenchant antl—Communlsm;> : |
30: From October 1964 untll his retlrement in the faix
7of 1969, a U. S meassy of icer, Charles THOMAS, per31stently
kept up a stream. of reports and- memoranda reflecting GARRO s
.account of what had actually gone oOn between OSWALD, the

Cubans and in particular SllVla DURAN in September 1963,

including & repeated refe;ence to a Negro wmth TEd*dy d'hairQe

"21
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-31. The first reference to the GARRO story was noted in

a Mexico Station Memorandum of Record dated,LZ October 1964:

"mlena GARRO [said] that she and her
daughter were dnvited to.a party at the Cuoan
Embassy during;the period she now finds out
that OSWALD was here in Mexico prior to the
assassination. ‘She was invited by a Mexican‘
secretary in the Cuban Embassy whose husband

“is a cousin of the GARRO family [Horacio DURAN]
At the party she saw three Grlngos, not |
drlnklng, not mlx1ng and more ox less just
. - standlng around together like three bumps on a
log. Thev were SO obv1ously out of place that :
sho asked someone 1n the Cuban Embassy about
; them and wag told that.'*hey were just passxng ..”}
i through. She clalms that on the way these '
three Grlngcs stood out she took a good-loog
. at them as did her daughter. ﬁheﬁ the

.assassination occurred and OSWALD's plcture-was S

?spread 1nto the newspapers, both Elena and
her daughter immediately sa;d that he was one
of the three Gringos 'without a.doubt' at the
party | _
32. GARRO repeated her story to Mr. Charles Wllllam
_MiHOﬂAS, an Embassy politicatuofticer on 10 December l9b5,l
.,22_ . -

-~ : e

oA
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Tn September 1963 aftex her return from abroad, she went

to a party., accomeanled by her daughter, at.the home of

Ruben DURBN [emphasis added]. Ruben is one of the two

brothers of Horacie DURAN, who married her cou31n. She
met OSWALD and two other joung Americans. At the party
she was dlscouraged from talking with him. Other guests
were the Cuban Cconsul AZCUE, General Clark FLORES
' SilVia DURAN, who she later learned was«OSNaLD~s mistress

while he was here, EmlllO CARBALLIDO and .a Latin American

Weqro man w1th red halr [emphasis addedj.~ In Novembef 1963

. when the 1dent1ty of the assasszn became known, she and ‘

her daughter went to the- Cuban Embassy and shouted
assass1ns"znxlother 1nsults at tne staff there.8 Shortly -
R
afte*ward, she and her daughter were VlSlted by a frlend,

< Manuel CARVILLO [or CALVILLO], Lhen an. QfLLClaL in the :

Secretarlat of the Gobernac1on and were told he had ordere

to escort them to a- small and obscure hotel ln.the center

- of town.' They were kept there for elght days unde* pretext i

that they were in danger. When she told CARVILLO sne wanted j”‘ :'4

to go to the Amerlcan Embassy and eyplaln what che knew of

- OSWALD, she was told that the Amerlcan Embassy was full of
"Communist sples.

33. Oon 25 December 1965 and 9 Januaxy 1966 in further

interviews with THOMAS, GARRO and herx daughter elaborated and

«,7
L e e 2

' ';"}n HeAs oa‘rticulars were not (onur'ned by indepe: dent ohservers

at \_b time.
23
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in certain particulars significantly modified her eaxlier
account. - She also‘acknowledged that she and hexr daughtex
had been interviewed by Embassy officers to whom she claimed
they did not give ; very complete story because the |
Embassy officers didfnot appear to give much credence to
vanythlng they sald.
34.. It developed that GARRO and daughtexr had been
nterv1ewed kur the Legal Attache on 17 and 24 Hovember 1964
Hex lnformatlon had been 51m11ar tc what she 1a1med in hox
account to THOMAS but had not been substantlated by 1nqu1r1es.
The FBI representatlve therefore con51dered the matter closed
and reafrlrned hlS dlsengdgemnnt from the matter to. the CIA
-;Chlef of Statlon on. 27 December 1964 and to the Ambassador .
on 25 Fenruary 4965. ?i'.ﬁ~ N .
- 35. The Embassy Polltlcal Offloer;”however,-perSLSted in’
- his 1nterv1ews and reportlng. In a memorandum of conversatlon;:
.13 July 1966, GARRO 1dent1f1ed the place to whlch ahe had,been
'_.-'caken by CALVILLO as. the Hotel Ver"nont. (Th:.s detall checke&
.out alermatlvely.; GARRO was ae the Hotel 23 - 24 25 - 27
" .and 28 = 30 November 1963. ) In another, on 7 February 1967,- f
_GARRO's cont1nu1ng VlCLSSltudeS with- the Cubans are set out-
~.And finally, upon THOMAS s retlrement from U.S. Government-
service, the Department of State, at hls request,-

28 Augus; 1969 disseminated to CIA and FBI a compllatlon oi-

_als rep01t1n” of the ETena CARRO ;ntervrew

¢ et - T ae o
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36. There the matter rests. GARRO's chronology of the
'events_she described as having occurred in the Mexican capitél
in September l963_never coincided with the confirmed date
of OSWALD's preseﬁce there. Her story, however; had two
points cengruant with allegations by others regarding
| OSWALD: | | |

| a. ALVARADO'S allegations regardiﬁg the

Negro with the'red~dyed hei: {this detailil could,

however, have been gleaned from the

Warren Commission's published account of the

- "p® ease}.and' | |

a_'.- .b.v Silvia DURAN’S 1ater ciaim of
3-'1nt1mate personal contacts with OSWALD.

.37. Beglnnlng in March and ampllfled in May 1967, theA‘
émer;can Consul Benjamin J. RUYLE, in Tampico deveioped a
coneact thh a local Mexican- journallst, |
'Oscar CONTRERAS Lartlgue, who clalmed toc have encouﬂtered
OSWAJD w1th other pro-CASTRO students at the »f
Unlver51ty of Mex1co camous in- September 1963,

38, 1In June 1969 CONTRERAS was 1nterv1cwed by a CIA
-efficer: '
| ‘He studied law at the University of Mexico
for three years, approximately 1960 - 1964,"He
belonged to a clandestine pro—éASTRO revclﬁtioﬁéf&
.éroup at the University. Regarding the OSWALD

25
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case he was extremely cauntious and although he
-was not able or willing to give dates and '_ o
namas, he sald.OSWAJD visited the UnlverSLty
of Mexico caméus'shortly after the Cuban
Embassy refused him a visa to visit Cuba.
OSWAAD made inguiries regarding pro-Cuban
_:evolutlonary groups at ‘the Unlver51ty and
was directed to CONTRERAS and his frlend.
_ OSWALD met CONTRERAS and four other peisons
as they came out of a round-table discussion
f_hOld in the faculty of Phllosophy, OSWALD
'i told the group 1t was urgent that he VlSlt
i;ACuba and the Cuban Embassy had denled him a a
A;v15a. ‘He requested ald from CONTRERAS“qroup-
fCONTREQASEHMlothers mlstrusted OSWALD because -
they felt he was a CIA provocatlon. The group ;'~ )
'aallowed OSWALD to accompany them the rest of the o
:i'day, that nlght and part of the next day.v OSWALD .
'.c;;ﬁ&was very 1ntroverted and appeared to be sllghtly
jcrazy. OSWALD made no mentlon of an assaSSLnaelonrﬁ_
piot but kept brlnglng up the poxnt he had to
travel to. Cuba jmmediately. .
39, At this p01nt, with FBI knowledqe, the matcer.ﬁas
turned over to the Mexican authorltles who determlned that
.CONTRBRAS was 1ndeed.at the Unlvervltv of Mex1co but Oﬁly

28

1n
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for the years 195§ ~ 1960 and that he had been publicly
assoc;ated in protest act1v1Ly for the Student Revoluti’onaryj
Bloc (BER) in January 1961. However, the group Ceaaed |
functioning as such in the middle of 1962, and

Oscar CONTRERAS was never one of its leaders.- ﬁo.fufther ,-
work is reflected in the flles on the CONPREPAS allccatxons-
"Apart from the unsustalned claims made by CO\TRLRAS about
his own presence at the UnlveL51ty, there is an addiulonal
:element that undermlnes the credlblllty of his account:
OSWALD s Spanlsh, Wthh ‘was barely‘adequate to get hlm.méélé
near the hotel, seems hardly llkely to have permlfted hlm to_

carry on for an extended perlod w1th a UanEISltY student |

' group. e L .. . - . .L o
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